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ÅWhat is the Free Application for Federal Student Aid 

(FAFSA)

ÅTypes of Aid

ÅPrepare for the FAFSA

ÅCompleting the FAFSA

ÅNext Steps

ÅQuestions 
Note: For this presentation, we are showing the 2017-2018 online FAFSA. At the time of this presentation 

the 2018 ï2019 FAFSA online was not available.



What is the FAFSA?
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ÅThe application used for federal student aid programs offered by the 

U.S. Department of Education (ED)

ÅDetermines the eligibility for state, school and private aid

ÅFederal, state, school and private aid covers many expenses ï

tuition and fees, room and board, books and supplies, 

transportation, computer and dependent care

ÅDetermines the amount you or your family will be expected to 

contribute to college Expected Family Contribution (EFC)

ÅAll federal grant and loan awards are determined by the FAFSA



What is the FAFSA?

ÅManaged by the Office of Federal Student Aid, part of the 
Department of Higher Education

ÅED awards more than $150 billion a year in federal aid

ÅCompleting the FAFSA is FREE

ÅMany families with children in college do not file a FAFSA
ÅAnyone who fills out the FAFSA will at least qualify for a federally 

insured, low-cost loan ðand perhaps other valuable aid such as Pell 
grants.
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Types of Available Aid

Grants are typically awarded on the basis of need and 
generally do not have to be repaid. 

ÅFederal Pell Grant

ÅFederal Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grants 
(FSEOG)

ÅTeacher Education Assistance for College and Higher 
Education (TEACH) Grants

ÅIraq and Afghanistan Service 
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Types of Aid Available

ÅFederal Work-Study Program 

ÅFederal Perkins Loan Program 

ÅThe William D. Ford Federal Direct Loan Program 

ÅState government aid

ÅAid from the college

ÅScholarships 
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Prepare for the FAFSA

ÅSeniorsïFamilies who have a senior in high school will complete their first 
FAFSA in October of senior year and will renew the FAFSA each year they attend 
college

ÅDeadlines: Federal, State, School (2018-2019)
ÅFederal ïJune 30, 2019
ÅState ïwww.fafsa.ed.gov/deadlines
ÅSchool ïcheck with school (ask ïis it the date the school receives your 

FAFSA or when your FAFSA was processed)
ÅFAFSA Corrections ïSeptember 30, 2019

ÅFiling Options: 
ÅFAFSA on the web ïwww.fafsa.ed.gov
ÅPDF FAFSA
ÅPaper FAFSA
ÅFAFSA by telephone 
ÅHearing impaired ïTTY line 800-730-8913
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http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/


Prepare for the FAFSA
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Create a FSA ID
Åwww.fafsa.ed.gov

Å Student and one Parent 

must have one

Å Used as electronic 

signature

Å Used to access National 

Student Loan Data 

System (NSLDS)



Prepare for the FAFSA

ÅYour Social Security Number

ÅYour Alien Registration Number (if you are not a U.S. citizen)

ÅYour 2016 federal income tax returns, W-2s, and other records of money earned 
for you, and for your parents if you are a dependent student (Note: You may be 
able to transfer your federal tax return information into your FAFSA using the IRS 
Data Retrieval Tool.)

ÅRecords of your untaxed income, such as child support received, interest income, 
and veterans non-education benefits, for you, and for your parents if you are a 
dependent student

ÅInformation on cash; savings and checking account balances; investments, 
including stocks and bonds and real estate but not including the home in which 
you live; and business and farm assets for you, and for your parents if you are a 
dependent student

ÅAn FSA ID to sign electronically.
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IRS Data Retrieval Tool (DRT)
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The IRS Data Retrieval Tool allows applicants who have already filed 

their federal income tax returns to prefill the answers to some 

questions on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) by 

transferring data from their federal income tax returns. This can save 

the family some time in completing the FAFSA.

Å Feature within the online FAFSA that allows you to access your tax info 

from the IRS and then transfer the data into your FAFSA

Å DRT was turned off for the 2017-2018 FAFSA due to personal identity 

and security issues

Å DRT will be available for the 2018-2019 FAFSA (October 1, 2017)

Å Data transferred from the IRS DRT will be masked

Å Information successfully submitted:  Families will see -

Transferred to the IRS



Completing the FAFSA
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www.fafsa.ed.gov



Completing the FAFSA

Student Login

Select Enter your (the 

studentôs) FSA IDto enter 

your username and 

password. Only the student 

should log in with an FSA 

ID.

Or

Select Enter the studentôs 

information to enter the 

student's name, Social 

Security Number and date of 

birth. (You may have to 

enter your FSA ID later in 

the process



Completing the FAFSA

Note: For this presentation, we are showing the 2017-2018 online FAFSA. At the time of this 

presentation the 2018 ï2019 FAFSA online was not available.
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Get Started



Completing the FAFSA
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Save key
The save key is used 

temporarily by the 

student or parent to 

return and complete 

this specific FAFSA.



Completing the FAFSA
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Introduction

Page



Completing the FAFSA
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Student

Demographics



Completing the FAFSA
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Student Demographics
Student

Eligibility



Completing the FAFSA
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Student Demographics
Student

Eligibility



Completing the FAFSA
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School

Selection



Completing the FAFSA
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Dependency

Status



Completing the FAFSA
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Dependency

Status



Completing the FAFSA
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Dependency

Status



Completing the FAFSA
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Parent

Demographics
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Parent

Demographics



Completing the FAFSA
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Financial

Information

Parent



Completing the FAFSA

26
Credit Union Student Choice © 2016

Financial

Information

Parent



Completing the FAFSA
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Financial

Information

Parent


